CH 4 has a high potential for energy production and by utilizing the proper technology, large amounts of energy can be extracted from it. This study aimed to estimate the amounts of methane emissions from the municipal solid waste landfill in Yasuj city using LandGEM software. The LandGEM model which is used for this aim is based on input data of open landfill year, land closure year, methane production rate, potential methane production capacity, and waste acceptance rate. According to the results, methane gas production during the years 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012 was obtained to be 250, 275, 303, and 330 m 3 /h respectively. The results also showed that maximum methane production rate occurred during the years 2010-2012 and then reduced with a soft slope from 2012. The method and results of this research can be used for design and execute of methane gas collection systems and also, control of greenhouse gases emission for the landfills.
Introduction
The production of municipal solid waste (MSW) increases with socio-economic condition development [2, 3] . The climate, political and cultural conditions of Yasuj city and the growing development of industries and services have led to rapid population growth so that the city's population growth rate has been about 73.8 percent over the past 20 years (1991-2010) . Rapid population growth has further added to the amount of municipal solid waste production. Recently, the government of Iran has a policy that each province or city should have a comprehensive solid waste management plan. However, many technical and economic problems prevent a comprehensive waste management plan. As landfill is a low-cost and technically feasible method, has a high of attention in solid waste management plans [2, 4, 5] . The unavoidable after-effects of solid waste disposal in a landfill are gas and leachate generation due to climate condition, microbial disintegration, refuse properties and landfilling operations [6, 7] .
Landfill gas (LFG) is produced from the biological and chemical processes that occur when waste buries in the landfill. The primary components of LFG are carbon dioxide (40-50%) and methane (50-60%) [8] [9] [10] [11] . Landfill gas is produced by microbial activity on biodegradable wastes under anaerobic conditions [12] . Methane and carbon dioxide are the significant components of landfill gas and actively contribute to the greenhouse effect [13] . Also, methane gas is one of the most important greenhouse gases that has a potential of 21 times more than carbon dioxide gas in global warming [14] . However, in the most cases, the waste will be covered by 10 to 15 cm of the soil to reduce the gas and odor emission, but the little amount of these gases continues to release into the atmosphere [15, 16] . Many studies have been carried out to estimate the amount of gas production from municipal waste landfills. So, different models have been designed to calculate greenhouse gas emissions, oxidation, and also landfill gas production. In the case of modeling the landfill process, the importance of local factors, such as the waste composition, disposal, and protection systems against potential impacts, leads to the development of models used for various landfill facilities [17] . Modeling and predicting the production rate of methane gas in the landfill is very significant for designing and operating sites such as Yasuj landfill. Measuring the amount of methane gas emissions from landfills could help in determining Iran's contribution to global emissions of greenhouse gases (GHGs).
There are several methods of evaluating the methane emissions, including field experiment, site appraisement, and mathematical modeling [18, 19] . In a study by Sadeghi et al. [20] , the results showed that during 2018, 2023, 2028 and 2033 gas production is supposed to be 205, 410, 549 and 671 m3/h, respectively [20] . Also, many researches have been carried out about the estimation of methane gas production from landfils [21, 22] . Yasuj city is located in the south of Iran, has a landfill receiving than 120 tons of waste every day. There are no facilities for methane recovery in this area. Due to lack of information about the evaluating methane gas emission from Yasuj municipal solid waste landfill, this research aimed to describe the Land GEM model for gas emission in Yasuj municipal solid waste landfill with the estimation results of carbon dioxide and methane production.
Materials and methods

Study area
This research is a descriptive-cross sectional study in which Land GEM software was used to estimate the methane rate produced at Yasuj landfill. Yasuj landfill site with an area of about 25 ha was started in 1991, at a distance of 26 km from the city center and in Yasuj-Babameydan road in a area called dupshteh dashtrom. The trench method is used for waste burial in landfill site including excavated channels at depths of 5 m, 4 m' width and 50 m in length. Then the buried waste is covered with a layer of soil at a depth of 15 to 30 cm. Also, the soil type of landfill site is a sandy-clay.
Data collection
First, the data related to Yasuj landfill and demographic data were collected based on population annual growth rate over different years. Then, the required data including potential of methane production capacity, constant methane value, and content (% by volume) were entered into the software and finally the methane emissions were computed. According to the general census in 1991, the population growth rate in Yasuj was 10.8%, and in 2010, thisrate reached 1.78%. Yasuj is highly migratory due to its climatic and geographical, political and cultural situation. Based on comprehensive waste management plan in Yasuj, the period of the selected plan for Yasuj landfill was 20 years. In order to calculate the amount of methane emissions by LandGEM software, the weight of wastes produced during plan period must be suitably evaluated. LandGEM determines the methane mass produced by using the mass of waste deposited and the methane generation capacity.
The existing situation of the area
Based on study conducted in 2010 in Yasuj, waste generation per capita was 1028 g/d and in the surrounding villages was 408 g/d [23] . The average density measured in Yasuj is 365 kg/m 3 for residential areas and 470 kg/m 3 for residential-commercial areas, as well as for the amount of moisture content of spoilable waste in the range of 30 to 50 percentage [23] . As shown in Table 1 , based on the results regarding the components of MSW in Yasuj, the highest amount of waste is related to food waste and is next to plastic, paper and cardboard, glass, and textiles. The information on characteristics of waste generated and disposed of in landfill of Yasuj for 1991-2010 years adopted from the study of Mirbagheri et al. [23] .
Description of the LandGEM model
The LandGEM software was extended by US EPA's specialists to fetch most of the enormous US landfills into the air quality surveillance program (under Clean Air Act amendments) and to extend them for local emission stocks. Increasing from first-order to second-order makes the modeling manner more wrapped and is not explained with increasing accuracy [24] . Therefore most models are used based on a first-order equation, such as shown in below equation. Two important parameters used in modeling LFG generation based on a first-order equation are the methane production rate /Mg, and methane content 50% by volume. It is managed by two main factors, the decay rate (k) and the methane potential capacity (L 0 ) of landfill waste [25] . The methane potential of waste depends on biodegradable waste quantity, separation level, microbial usage rates, volatile solids, climatic conditions like humidity and temperature [26, 27] . This model has been originated based on climatic conditions and waste specifications of USA [28] . The k determines methane generation rate for the mass of waste in the landfill. The higher value of k, the rate of methane production increases faster and then decomposes over time. The value of k is depended primarily to four factors: 1) Availability of the nutrients for microorganisms that break down the waste to form carbon dioxide and methane, 2) pH of the waste mass, 3) Moisture content of the waste mass and 4) Temperature of the waste mass [29] . To evaluation L 0 , the methane yields of single waste components were pursued from default data of software model and literature regarding wastes generated in the USA [30, 31] because of the lack of data on the properties of Yasuj MSW. In this study, according to Table 2 Table 2 .
Result and discussion Table 3 Table 3 total quantity of disposed waste, 466,000 short tons estimated at this landfill by the year of 2010. These digits show the rapid increase in municipal waste production in this area due to population growth and increasing the industrial and commercial sections. Methane emission estimates based on LandGEM is the practical method in nature which vary according to the landfill management and waste composition were considered while developing this method [15] .
The level of food culture and tastes in Iran is such that still a significant part of the waste is food waste, and this applies to Yasuj. However, in other countries, this matter is lower and even reduced by half. According to research conducted by kalantarifard et al. the amount of food waste is 30% in Malaysia [15] . However, Table 1 shows waste composition especially food waste contains about 76.6% in the waste stream to this landfill. The half-life of organic matter such as food waste is too short for methane production in Landfill. Already, Tsatsarelis et al. research in 2009 revealed this subject and stated that the production of methane for the half-life of textiles and wood between 15 and 30 years seems to be almost the same, indicating that its changes also do not significantly affect. Therefore, it is expected that the values of wood and textiles are small in comparison to the other materials of disposed of in a landfill, which leads to a relatively small contribution to methane production [32] . Table 4 shows the annual methane production from disposed waste at the landfill, and methane production increased over time. According to Table 4 , the total production of methane in 1992 was 2.902 Â 10 1 Mg, which increased to 1.610 Â 10 3 in 2010. In other words, The amount of methane production has risen from 0.5% to 3.75%. Fig. 1 shows the trend of methane gas emission in different years of the project at the waste disposal site of Yasuj. The results showed that the amount of annually solid waste production in the landfill of Yasuj was varied from 5756 tons to 42,973 tons from the open landfill to the closure landfill. As Fig. 2 shows, the amount of methane gas production was 5 m 3 /h and 275 m 3 /h in 1992 and 2010 respectively. Sadeghi et al. study [20] in Sanandaj showed that methane production rate in the first year of landfill operation was 10 m 3 /h and reached 671 m 3 /h over the period of 20 years (2014-2033) [20] .
Comparison of this study with the results of Sadeghi et al. showed that the amount of methane production in Yasuj is lower, due to the lower population and the amount of waste produced. On the other hand, the difference in the figure shows that population growth has been 73.8% over the past 20 years. 
Conclusion
The methane gas emission has been estimated using the LandGEM model for Yasuj landfill. This landfill starts operation at 1991 with the objective to receive the produced solid waste at the area until 2010. The amount of methane production from solid waste calculated from Have we correctly interpreted the following funding source(s) and country names you cited in your article:2.902 Â 10 1 (Mg/year) in 1992, the first year after waste acceptance by landfill while the maximum methane production rate occurred during the years 2010-2012 were indicated as the peak of production by 1.928 Â 10 3 (Mg/year). The results of the current research can be used to calculating in the energy production planning and other uses from landfill gas and as well as determining Iran contribution of global emissions of greenhouse gases. Moreover, due to the amount of calculated methane gas, it is possible to design and execute methane gas collection systems for each burial site, in order to prevent the use of gas from its accumulation in burial places and to prevent explosions and possible deposition. 
